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75 I N CE ſome Miniſters have 9 
0 8 Bl fit to inſert in the London Edition, of 


The true Account of what was tranſacted 
in the Aſſembly at Exon, a Paragraph 
relating to my having been denied Ordination 
there (thoꝰ the Scribe had ſaid, that no Notice 
would be taken of it in their printed Account) I 
think myſelf obliged to give a more full and par- 
ticular Hiſtory of that Affair. This the Reader 
will meet with in the following Relation, which 
was committed to writing in Minutes on the ſame 
Day wherein the Affair was tranſacted, that 
Imight the better anſwer for my Memory. That 
I might rather offend by relating what is not ve- 
ry material, than by omitting any. one Thing 
which either Side might lay a Streſs upon, I have 
related every Thing that paſs d, ſo far as I was 
able to recover what I heard or ſaid on the Sub- 
je& in hand. I could have added the Names of 
the ſeveral Members who objected all the fol- 
lowing Particulars, (excepting one or two ;) but 
I thought the doing it would not well conſiſt with 
that Freedom of Speech and Vote, which is to 


be encouraged in all Aſſemblies. I have ſince 
A 2 added 
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Fe OLE in 
added Tevera Things, ſome of which did 44 
ſign to have mention'd, but the Concern 1 was 
in, put them out of my Mind; ſome of them 


were reſer d to, in what was nid, but could 


not be produced at large on the Spot; and other 
Things I have added, as a further Confirmation 
of my Opinion, and a Juſtification of my Con- 
duct on this Occaſion. The Reader may diſtin- 

guiſh theſe Additions from the Hiſtorical Part of 
the Book, by theſe Marks [] in the Margin, 
where thoſe Additions are included. If the fol- 
lowing Relation be true, as I aſſure the Reader 
it is, unlefs my Memory has fail'd me, it will 
follow, that what the Miniſters have printed in 
their Account of my Caſe, has ſomewhat of an 
Aggravation in it. They ſay, That I refuſed to 
explain and give my Senſe of Any ONE Text. 
The worthy Member, who ask'd me about the 
Explication, propoſed the Queſtion more gene- 
rally, whether I would explain the Texts of Scrip- 
ure, which I propoſed to read? There was not 
any one Text of Scripture put to me, nor would 


the Aſſembly hear me read my Collection of 
Seripture-Paſſages: Which I could not but inter- 


ptet, as if it was their Opinion, that it is not 
poſſible ſufficiently to expreſs our Faith in Scrip- 
ture-Language ; eſpecially when I had offer'd, 
that if they thought I had not made choice of 
the propereſt Texts, they might add or propoſe 
to me whatever Paſſages of Scripture they plea- 
| ſed, and I would give my Aﬀent to them all. 


As to what is tarther taken notice of by the Mi- 
niſters, 


- 


[5] 
niſters, as the :Moderator's Anſwer to me in the 
Name of the Aſſembly, the Reader will fee in the 
following Account, that the Moderator's Con- 
duct within Doors was much more to my Credit, 
than this publick Repreſentation without Doors. 

I need not ſay, that there were other Objec- 
tions againſt my Propoſal, tho' none elſe are pro- 
duced againſt me, but that of my refuſing the 


Explication ; the Reader will find feveral others, 


and I doubt not, will be ſurpriz'd, that a Streſs - 
ſhould be laid on ſuch Objections as many of 

them are, which yet were urged as Things of 
very great Moment and Weight. As to the 
Thing itſelf, the Explication of Scripture, 1 
have here produced ſeveral Conſiderations to ſhew 
the Reaſonableneſs of my inſiſting on the Words 
of Scripture as a ſufficient Declaration of any 
Man's Faith. I have choſen to produce ſeveral 
Reaſons for it in the Words of others, who were 


famous both among the Conformiſts and Non- 


conformiſts ; deſiring to have it known, that it is 
their Reaſon, and not their bare Teſtimony, that 
I rely on. The Subject, Reader, is of great Im- 
portance ; I have found it to be ſo in myſelf, who 


have not only been denied Ordination by the 


Aſſembly, but alſo denied Communicating at the 
Lord's Supper by a neighbouring Miniſter, a 
Member of the Aſſembly, merely becauſe I ſeru- 
ple to declare my Faith in other than Scripture- 
Expreſſions. Thus the Neceſſity of uſing other 
Words is ſo much inſiſted on, as that they are 
to be the Terms both of miniſterial and chriſ- 

dan 


[5] 
tian Communion. Surely the Regard for the Scrip- 
tural Expreſſions ' of revealed Points runs very 
low, when the uſing of them, without any other, 
is reproach'd'as a Concealment of our Faith, and 
urg'd as a ſufficignt Reaſon for our being excluded 
from the common Rights and Privileges of Chriſ- 
tianity, and for others being forbid to join with 
us. I hope this important Affair will in due 


time be ſettled, by the Bleſſing of God, on the 


impartial Stud ies of both Sides, ſo as that the 


Peace of the Church will no more be diſturb'd 


on this Account. In the mean time I muſt ſatisfy 
myſelf with the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
as being willing to know and do my Duty as far 
as Len. | 


' Exon, May 6, 1719. After Prayer in the After- 
noon, no other Affair having been enter'd on, ap- 
plying myſelf to the Scribe, I told him, That 
having been prevented from attending the Aſſem- 
bly the Day before, when the Vote paſs'd, rela- 
ting to Ordination, I deſir'd the Favour of ſee- 
ing the Minutes of that Vote; which I found to 
be, as is now publiſhed, to this purpoſe: We 
* who have ſubſcribed and declared our Aſſent 
* to the firſt Article of the Church of England, 
( diſclaiming all Juriſdiction over other Mens 
© Conſciences) do likewiſe for ourſelves, farther 
“ declare, That we cannot in Conſcience give our 
Approbation of any Perſons being admitted to 
preach as a Candidate, or to be Ordained, or 


© Recommended by Us to any Congregation, - 
| © be 


[7 ] 


ec lefs he profeſſeth his Aſſent to the aboveſaid 
& Article, or to the Anſwers to the fifth and ſixth 
* Queſtions of the Aſſembly's ſhorter Catechiſm, 
te or to the collective Senſe of the laſt Seprember - 
* Aſſembly.” Having then ſaid, that I propoſed 
myſelf to the Aſſembly for Ordination, I de- 
fired to know whether it was the Intent of that 
Vote, that I muſt now make a Declaration of 
my Faith: And being anſwered, that it was, I 
ſaid I would read a Declaration of my Faith in 
Scripture-Words only, if the Aſſembly would 
pleaſe to. hear it. ; The Moderator having ob- 
ſerv'd that it would be beſt to ſtay till more Mem- 
bers were come, it was acquieſced in. 973 
After a ſhort time he acquainted the Aſſembl 1 
that J propoſed myſelf to be Ordained, and or- 
der d the foregoing Reſolution to be read again. 
Being ask'd by him, Whether I would comply 
with that Agreement of the Aſſembly, I produced 
| the Declaration of my Faith in Scripture- Words; 
and offering to read it, if it would be accepted, 
1 I ſaid, that I deſign'd to make a Declaration of 
3 
3 


my Faith in no humane Explications whatſoever. 

I was told, that what had been read, was re- 
ſolved on the Day before, and could not now be 
alter d. Upon my anſwering, That I was unhap- 
pily abſent when that Matter, was concluded, 
otherwiſe I had made my Offer more ſeaſonably; 
Iwas ask d, Whether I was fix d in my Mind to 
do only what I propos d? I anſwer'd, That it 
was not a ſudden Reſolution, but the Reſult of 


n Thought, and agreeable to my profeſs' d 
Principle 


[8] 

Principle on all Occaſions for ſeveral Years; 
which was, That as the Scriptures are the only 
Rule of Faith, fo I could not be obliged to de- 
clare my. Faith but in the Words of Scripture 
only ; and that I was now ready fo to do. But 
I could not obtain the Favour ſo much as to 
have the Declaration heard or read ; while yer I 
aſſured them, if the Aſſembly thought I had not 
collected Texts enough, I was ready to declare my 
Aſſent to any other Texts of Scripture which 
they would propoſe to me; or if theſe offer d, 
were not thought to be ſo plain and expreſſive 
as ſome others, they might put in any Paſſages 
of Scripture. -But theſe Propoſals were not 
thought ſufficient to procure an Alteration of the 
Vote · One Member propos d, that the Matter 
might be defer'd till the next Aſſociat ion; but 
there appearing a general Reſolution to ſtand by 
the Order, and no Encouragement given to 
expect any Abatement, I did not fall in with the 
Propoſal; as thinking that it was the propereſt 
Seaſon to petition for an Alteration, before Length 
of Time ſhould make it more diffcult to be ob- 
tain d. | 

Upon a Motion; that the Air might be put 
to the Vote, the Queſtion propos d was to this 
effect; Whether Mr. Jacomb, having refuſed to 
comply with the Order of the Aſſembly, any 
Alteration ſhould be made in their Reſolution on 
his Account ? As to the very Words, I own I do 
vot remember them. I deſired that it might be 
inſerted in the Queſtion, that I had offer d to de- 


clare 


Te 

clate my Faith in Scripture-Words: Bat that was 
denied me, and the Queſtion was carried in the 
Negative. I then ſaid, That as the Queſtion was 
ſtated, it might be interpreted to my Preju- 
dice by ſome ; and therefore for my own Repu- 
tation, I ſhould be obliged to have it known, 
what I offer'd to do, inſtead of that which I de- 
elined. It having been ſaid, That thoſe Words 
were an inſulting of the Aſſembly ; I anſwer'd, 
That to vindicate myſelf, was no inſulting of 
them; and that I honour'd the Aſſembly. It was 
ſaid, That the Aſſembly might print their Pro- 
ceedings, and then I might do what I thought fit. 
I anſwer'd, That I did not mean that I muſt vin- 
dicate myſelf in Print; there being other Ways 
of doing that. At laſt the Moderator having told 
me, That he believed, that what I did, was out 
of Reſpe& to the Scriptures: (and I ſaid, it was, 
if I knew my own Heart) He propos'd a De- 
claration, to the following Effect, to the Aſſeni⸗ 
bly; which was admitted, viz. © As Mr. Jacomb 
* had, out of Reſpect to the Scriptures, retus'd to 
declare his Faith in other than Scripture-Words; 
* ſo the Aſſembly, out of Reſpect to the Scrip- 
* tures, refuſed to admit it.” I acknowledge my 
Obligation to him for it ; as alſo for what he 
was pleaſed further to aſſure me, viz: © That tho? 
they could not confent to ordain me while I 
* continned in my Reſolution; yet whenever 1 
* would comply with the Order of the Aſſem- 
* bly; I ſhould readily obtain my Deſire: 


B In 


" 
— — Ie — 
* —— — — — — 
— . ” 


*W / * * oo Aga, Et . a. _—_ — 
G > 2 e r 
" ke - - N A > * . * s Tz LI " 
— 5 — enn 64 . ag, * ws * 
— — — — m = — 


2 


L . 
— — —— 


og ew uo. at, 
_ — — —— — 


n 
A 2 . > * 


N 
—— — 


r 
4 Fg = 
« ah” a 


. 
[ 10 ] 
In the Courſe of the Debates, and in After- 
Conferences in the Place, ſeveral Things were 
ſaid, which I cannot pretend to relate in the ex- 
act Order in which they were ſpoken ; but I will 
give as faithful an Acconnt of them as I can, un- 
der the following Form of Objections and An- 
ſwers. | 
Olject. It was ſeveral times urged by one 


Member, with Warmth, and as a Matter of great 


Weight, That the Devil himſelf would quote 
Scripture. 

Anſw. I granted it, and pleaded, T hat the A- 
buſe of Scripture does not alter it; and that if 
the Devil would abuſe Scripture, he would not 
ſeruple to make uſe of any humane Compoſures. 
© Our Saviour s Method of dealing with him, may 
« be fitly applied, and imitated on this Occafion ; for 
te when the Tempter produced one Text for an ill 
& Purpoſe, our Lord anſuer d him by quoting another 


« Text. 
Obj. It was ſaid by ſeveral, that Arians, Soci- 


niaus, Papiſts, &c. would make uſe of Scripture- 
Words ; and how ſhall it be known whether 
you be ſuch or no? 

Auſw. 1 muſt be tried by my Words and Ac- 
tions; and if I have given Offence by either of 
them, or ſhould do ſo at any Time, I would be 
ready to give Satisfaction. I beg Leave to tale 
« Netice of a Paſſage 10 this Purpoſe in Dr. Cala- 
ce my's Abridgment of Mr. Baxter Life, Vol. 1. 
* Chap. 7. p. 121. me Miniſters endeavouring to 


© draw up a Liſt of the Fundamental Articles of the 
* Chriſtian 


[ 17 ] 

af Chriſtian Faith, My. Baxter made à more general 
Propoſal ; 3 concerning which it is ſaid; ; When 
they objected, that this might be ſubſcribed by 
« a Papiſt or Socinian; his Anſwer was, That it 
« was ſo much the better, and the fitter to be 
* the Matter of Concord. But that if they were 
c afraid of Communion with Papiſts and Socini- 
© ans, it ſhould not be avoided by making a 
© new Rule or Teſt of Faith, which they will 
© not ſubſcribe to; or by forcing others to ſub- 
© ſcribe to more than they can do, but by ca 
© ling them to account, whenever in preaching 
* or writing they contradict or abuſe the Truth 
* to which they have ſubſcribed.” 

Obj. It was ſaid, That we muſt depend on 
Mens Honeſty ; when I had urg'd, That if a Man 
was .not honeſt, he would make Uſe. of any 
Words. + 

Anſw. We muſt depend on Mens Honeſty in the 
Uſe of Scripture-Words, as well as in the Uſe of 
any other Words. I think this one Conſideration 
* may ſuffice to put a Stop to the Controverſy, fince it 
* it is own'd, that let Men make Uſe of what Words 
e ſoever, we muſt after all rely on their Honeſty, jo 
© as to leave that to God and themſelves. That it is 
* not ſo much Mens Sincerity (which is out of our 
* Reach) as the Goodneſs of the Confeſſion itſelf, that 
to be regarded, is oun'd by the ſubſcribing Mini 
** ters at London, in their Vindication in Anſwer 10 

* the Authentick Account, p. 30. where they ſay, 
* We think our Hearers may have better 


:- Grounds, and be in a better Capacity to judge 
B 2 *of 
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e of our Confeſſions of Faith, than of our Sin- 
#* cerity ; and it concerns them more to be ſatif- 
te fy'd of the one, than of the other.— So that 
* the Queſtion is reduced to a ſhort Iſſue, Whether in 
** themſelves the Scripture-Words are not the beſt, and 
* ſuch at leaſt, as Men ſhould be ſatitfy'd with, ſup- 
* poſing Men honeſt ; as to what follows; viz. To 
* ſappoſe that any ſhould be ſuſpected of Hypo- 
* criſy, and paſs for Cheats, as well as Arian, 
© aftera Subſcription in ſuch clear and full Words» 
as no honeſt Arian will ſubſcribe, is to give 
* Way to that unreaſonable Jealouſy in them- 
i ſelves, which they condemn in others; FI 
e might preſume ſo far, I would humbly art, 1. Whe- 
* ther the Words of Scripture are ſo clear and full, 
te that no honeft Arian will ſubſcribe them? 2. If 
i they are, what need is there of any other Words 10 
e try whether he be an Arian or no? 3. If they are 
* not, is an Arian ſo dangerouſly miſtaken as he is ſup- 
17 ed to be, ſeeing, according to this Suppoſition, he 

© may honeſtly ſubſeribe them? Elſe what ſhall we ſay 
= *"*- the Protestant Writers, who have vindicated the 
ce Clearneſs and Fulneſs of Scripture in Eſſential Mat- 


e ters, even as to the Expreſſions ? If it be ſaid, that 


ce it is Matter of Fuct, that Hereticks have Serupled 
© other Expreſſions, while they freely uſe the Scriptu- 
& ral Forms of Speech; and therefore the former will 
te better anſwer the End of Trial than the latter, I 


need only produce Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Account of 
© of that Matter in his Rule of Faith, Part 1. Sect. 


& 3, 4+ Thirdly, That the Books of Scripture are 


25 Hfficicntly plain, as to all Things neceſſary to 
cc ce be 


13 |] 
be believed and practis d. He that denies this, 
e ought in Reaſon to inſtance in ſome neceſſary 
point of Faith, or Matter of Practice; which 
* is not in ſome Place of Scripture or other plains 
© ly deliver'd. For it is not a ſufficient Objec- 
« tion to ſay, That the greateſt Wits among the 
ff Proteſtants differ about the Senſe of thoſe Texts, 
c wherein the Generality of them ſuppoſe the 
“Divinity of Chriſt to be plainly and clearly ex- 
ce preſs'd : Becauſe, if nothing were to be account- 
© ed ſufficiently plain, but what it is impoſſible 
* a great Wit ſhould be able to wreſt to any o- 
& ther Senſe, not only the Scriptures, but all o- 
* ther Books; and (which is worſt of all to him 
ff that makes this Objection) all Oral Tradi- 
* tions would fall into Uncertainty. Doth the 
* Traditionary Church pretend, that the Doc- 
« trine of Chriſt's Divinity is conveyed down to 
** her by Oral Tradition more plainly than it is 
* expreſs'd in Scripture ? I would fain know what 
* Plainer Words ſhe ever uſed to expreſs this 
** Point of Faith by, than what the Scripture 
* uſeth, which expreſly calls him God, the true 
© God, God over all, Bleſſed for evermore. If 
* 1t be ſaid, that thoſe who deny the Divinity of 
* Chriſt, have been able to evade theſe, and all 
* other Texts of Scripture, but they could never 
* elude the Definitions of the Church in that 
Matter; It is eaſily anſwer'd, That the ſame 
* Arts would equally have eluded both. But 
there was no Reaſon why they ſhould trouble 


** themſelves ſo much about the latter; for why 
* ſhould 


[ 14 ] 
© ſhould they be ſollicitous to wreſt the Deſini- 
tions of Councils, and conform them to their 
© own Opinion, who had no Regard to the 
* Church's Authority? If thoſe great Wits (as he 
© calls them) had believed the Sayings of Scripture 
© to be of no greater Authority than, the Definiti- 
e ons of Councils, they would have anfwer'd Texts 
* of Scripture as they have done the Definitions of 
Councils; not by endeavouring to interpret them 
e toanotherSenſe, but by downright denying their 
ce Authority. So that it ſeems that Oral Tradition 
js liable to the ſame Inconvenience with theWrit- 
© ten, as to this Particular. Alſo in Part II. Sc. 2, 
© 4. when they | the Proteſtants] ſay, The Scriptures 
« are the Rule of Faith, or the Means whereby 
* Chriſt's Doctrine is conveyed down to them; 
* they mean, by the Scriptures, Books written in 
* ſuch Words as do ſufficiently expreſs the Senſe 

and Meaning of Chriſt's Doctrine. $5. And to 
* ſatisfy him that we are not abſurd and unreaſo- 
enable in ſuppoſing the Scriptures to be ſuch a 
“Book; I would beg the Favour of him to grant 
© me theſe four Things, or ſhew Reaſon to the 
* contrary. 1. That whatever can be ſpoken in 
© plain and intelligible Words, and ſuch as have 
* a certain Senſe, may be written in the ſame 
«© Words. 2. That the ſame Words are as intelli- 
* gible when they are written, as when they are 
* ſpoken. 3. That God, if he pleaſe, can endite 
* a Book in as plain Words as any of his Crea- 


* tures. 4. That we have no Reaſon to think 


2 che God i affects Obſcurity, and envies, that Men 
* ſhould 
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* ſhould underſtand him in thoſe Things which 
© are neceſſary for them to know, and which 
« muſt have been written to no purpoſe, if we 
cannot underſtand them. If theſe four Things 

ce be but granted, I ſee not why, when we ſay; 

ce that the Scriptures are the Means of conveying 

« to us Chriſt's Doctrine, we may not be allow 

c ed to underſtand. by the Scriptures, a Book 

“ which doth in plain and intelligible Words ex- 

ce preſs to us this Doctrine. Again, Sec. 3, 9. 

« As for thoſe Texts, the Senſe whereof is con- 

e veyed down by Oral Tradition; this Senſe is, 

© I hope, delivered in ſome Words or other: 

« And have all Preachers, and Fathers, and Mo- 

ce thers and Nurſes, the Faculty of delivering 

© this Senſe in Words ſo plain, as cannot poſſi- 
ce bly be miſtaken, or wreſted to another Senſe ? 

I am ſorry that when every one hath this Fa- 

*© culty of ſpeaking their Thoughts plainly, the 

* Holy Ghoſt ſhould be repreſented as not able 

* to convey his Mind to me in intelligible 

Words. And $4. 11. ſpeaking of the Senſe. of 

“ Traditions, he ſays, The Controverſies about the 

« Senſe, mult for ever remain indeterminable, till 

* General Councils have got the Knack of pen- 

* ning their Decrees in Words, which will ſo in- 

4  fallibly expreſs their Meaning to the moſt cap- 
* tious Cayiller, that no Difference can poſſibly 
* ariſe about the Interpretation of them.”-— 

12 2 all this be true, and 1 doubt not but the Difſewers 
on both Sides will grant it, they having all approved 
* themſelves as heart ty Friends of the Proteſtant Cauſe, 

as 
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* any Writers whatſoever ; 1 ſay, if all this be true 
* as to the ſufficient Plainneſs of Scriptur e- Expreſſions, 

e what ſhould hinder but that a Creed in Scripture- 
« Words may paſs for a tolerable Profeſſion of our 
e Faith ; eſpecially fince it is owned, that it is only the 
* Words that we are to regard ; and that we muſt not 
te meddle with Perſons Honeſty and Sincerity, but cha- 
« ritably preſume it? Nor can ] reconcile the Doctrine 
© of the ſufficient Clearneſs of Scripture-Expreſſions 
© with the Charge of Concealing their Faith, upon thoſe 
« who make no Scruple of expreſſing their Faith in 
* thoſe Scripture-Expreſſions. But it ts high time to 


return to the Aſſembly. 


Obj. One Member ſaid, That the propoſing 
this Matter, was to make them all Knaves, they 
having made ſuch a Vote as was read. 

Anſw. J ſaid, that I only ſuppos'd them falli- 
ble. Another Member anſwer'd him; Our Re- 
ſolutions are not like the Laws of the Medes and 
Perfrans. 

Obj. Another Member objecting, That it is 
ſuppoſing them Fools or Knaves. 

Anſ. 1 anſwer'd, That both Good and Wiſe 
Men may ſee Occaſion to alter what they had 
done; and that it may be no Reproach to do ſo: 
That I, for my part, would not ſcruple, if there 
was Reaſon, to change my Opinion every Day. 

Ol j. We muſt not change our Opinions as we 
do our Cloaths. | 

Anſ. Nor do ] mean ſo. | 

Obj. One Member ask'd me, Whether I would 
explain the Texts of Scripture ? 


N IW 

A In Matters of Faith, the Scriptures are 
plainly. enough expreſs'd, and that they were the 
beſt Words I could uſe ; and that I appear'd at 
preſent as an Advocate for the Sufficiency of 
Scripture-Expreſſions, againſt the Neceſſity of 
inſiſting on any other in declaring my Faith; and 
that no humane Explications are a Rule to me, 

* The Aſſembly would accept of a Declaration in the 
* Iords of the Articles and Anſwers mentioned in their 
« Vote, without inſiſting on an Explication, even tho 
© it 1s well known, that very different Interpretations 
are put. upon them. The firſt- Article of the Church 
« of: England has been ſo explained, as to be under- 
&« food agreeably to the ſuppoſed Hereſy of theſe Times. 
« The Words alſo of the Father and Son's being one 
* God, have had an Interpretation put on them, which 
eig diſallowed. Who now can be ſatisfied, that all or 
&« any of thoſe who have ſubſeribed thoſe Forms, have 
ce done it in the true Senſe ? And ſhall there be a Liber- 
* xy for Mens declaring themſelves in humane Words, 
without demanding and infiſting on an Explication, 
e while a Declaration in Scripture-Words ſhall not be 
accepted, unleſs it be accompanied with a farther Ex- 
* plication'? I declare I cannot conſent to ſuch a Prefe- 
« rence of humane Forms to the Divine. 

Obj. You will explain the Texts to thoſe. you 
preach to. 

Anſ. Yes; and they ſhall be the Judges of my 
Explications for themſelves. "7 Shes 
O. Why then would you not to us? 

Anſ. Becauſe. you propoſed a Rule before- 
hand; and there is a great Difference between 

C | making 
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making a previous Rule, and trying Mens Words 
or Actions by a Rule already made. © My Mean- 
ing, and the Force of my Argument will appear more 
* plain to thoſe who will read the following Paſſage of 
* Mr. Baxter's, which I had then in my T houghts. 
* Nor would I. ſcruple to give Satisfaftion to the Reve- 
"24 end Aſembly, or any one, as to my Conduct or Words, 
in a fair May of Trial on a Charge or Accuſation 
* for what is paſt ; when yet I cannot conſent that any 
Hall bring me to the Touchſtone before-hand, except it 
ce be that of the Scriptures, which is our common Teſt, 
* andouly Rule. Mr. Baxter's Words are theſe, Pract - 
Works, Vol. I. containing the Directory, p. 779. 
"$58. Direct. 36, © Diſtinguiſh between the 
* making of new Laws or Articles of Belief, and 
* the puniſhing of Men for the Laws already 
made; and think not that we muſt have new 
© Laws or Canons every time that the old ones 
* are broken; or that any Law can be made, 
© which can keep itſelf from being broken. Per- 
© yerſeneſs in this Error hath brought the Church 
© to the Miſery which it endureth. God hath 
ce made an Uniyerſal Law ſufficient for the Uni- 
ce yerſal Church, in Matters of Faith and holy 
cc Practice; leaving it to Men to determine of ne- 
cc ceſſary Circumſtances, which* were unfit for an 
« Univerſal Law. And if the Sufficiency of God's 
« Law were acknowledged in Mens Practices, 
ce the Churches would have had more Peace. But 
c when particular Countries have their particular 
Volumes of Articles, Confeſſions, Liturgies, 


and I know not what elſe to be ſubſcribed to ; 


and 


191 
&* and none muſt preach that will not ſay, or write, 
te or ſwear, | That he believeth all this to be true 
* and good, and nothing in it againſt the Word 
« of God ;] this Engine wracks the Limbs of the 
« Churches all to Pieces. And then what is the 
tc Pretence for this Epidemical Calamity ?. Why 
© no better than this [Every Heretick will ſub- 
ce ſcribe to the Scripture, and take it in his own 
« Senſe : ] And what followeth ? Muſt we needs 
te therefore have new Laws which Hereticks will 
© not ſubſcribe to, or which they cannot break? 
© Tt is the Commendation of God's Law, as fit 
ce to be the Means of Unity, that all are fo eaſily 
agreed to it in Terms, and therefore would a- 
* gree in the Senſe, if they underſtood it. But 
* they will not do ſo by the Laws of Men. All, 
© or many Hereticks in the Primitive Times, 
© would profeſs Aſſent to the Church's Creed; no 
doubt in a corrupt and private Senſe : But 
* the Churches did not therefore make new 
** Creeds, till above 300 Years after Chriſt, they 
© began to put in ſome particular Words to ob- 
* viate Hereticks, which Hilary complained of 
* as the Cauſe of all their Diviſions. And what 
* if Hereticks will ſubſcribe to all you bid them, 
*and take it in their own corrupted Senſe ? 
* Mult you therefore be ſtill making new Laws 
* and Articles, till you meet with ſome which 
* they cannot miſunderſtand, or dare not thus a- 
„ buſe ? What if Men will miſinterpret and 
break the Laws of the Land? Muſt they be 
made new, till none can miſexpound or violate 

C 2 * them ? 
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cc them ? Sure there is a wiſer Way than this. 


* God's Word containeth in ſufficient Expreſſions 
© all that js neceſſary to be ſubſcribed to. Re- 
© quire none therefore to ſubſcribe to any more 
(in Matters of Faith or holy Practice.) But 
* if you think any Articles need a ſpecial Inter- 
c pretation, let the Church give her Senſe of 
* thoſe Articles; and if any Man preach againſt 
that Senſe, and corrupt the Word of God, 
* which he hath ſubſcribed, let his Fault be pro- 
© ved, and let him be admoniſhed, and cenſured 
* as it deſeryes : Cenſured, I ſay, not for not ſub- 
© ſcribing more than Scripture, but for corrupting 
* the Scriptures which he hath ſubſcribed ; of 
* breaking God's Laws which he promiſed to ob- 
© ſerve. © As believe that all thoſe who appear at 
ce this Day for the Sufficiency of Scripture Expreſſions, 
* i order to Admiſſion into Chriſtian Communion, do, 
& with Mr. Baxter, approve of a regular and ſtrict 
te Diſcipline towards them, after they are admitted, in 
ce caſe their Words or Actions are thought to deſerve 
& Cenſure ; ſo 1 cannot but wonder, that the Author of 
te the Eſſay concerning our Obligations to hold 
© Communion with all that own the Letter of the 
&« Bible, ſhould ſo far miſtake the State of the Caſe, 
& as t0 think that our Opinion is, T hat when once Per- 
* ſons are admitted, they are not to be called to an Ac- 
ce count by the Society they belong to, for any Thing 
© they ſay or do; which the governing Part of that S- 
k ciety thinks intolerable in any of its Members. Tho 
© we cannot frame new Rules before-hand, yet we can 
& try their Conduit by the landing Rule of God's Word, 


* pon 
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© upon their Aſſent to which they were am ö. Sy 
© that My. Baxter's Scheme ſees to me to be the be 
cc calculated for the Purpoſes of Truth and Peace bo- 
ce gether. If I am deceived with that gredt and good 
& Man, 1 ſhall be glad to be ſet right.” g 

0bj. It is not ſo much the Words, as the Mean- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, that we mult believe. 
Anſ. The Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt is ſuffi- 
ciently expreſs d by the Words of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and every one muſt find out the Mean- | 
ing as well as he can for himfelf, 
| 04j. 1 wonder what they mean! Let them, i 
they pleaſe, withdraw from our Aſſembly. - 

Anſ. There's no need of mentioning others in 
this Matter; it is originally my own Propofal ; 
and I had prepared my Declaration before I knew 
that the Aſſembly had paſs d. or intended to paſs 
any ſuch Vote. De Truth is, as T defign'd to pro- 
poſe myſelf for Ordination, Inf any Perſin ſhould have 
made a Scruple about it, I was determin'd to come pre- 
pared to give an Account of my Faith in a Striptural 
Form. 

Obj. Lou ſhould comply to prevent Suſpicion: 
Anſ. I ſhould not be ſuſpected without Grounds: 
Nor am I ſuſpected. 

Obj. Yes, I ſuſpe& you. 

Anſ. J appealed then at the Table to the Aſ- 
ſembly, and deſired the Grounds of the Suſpicion 
might be produced. | 
06). The ſame Member ſaid, Becauſe you will 
hot declare yourſelf in the propoſed Way. 


Anſ. 
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A My Reaſon is, becauſe I chuſe to de- 
clare myſelf in Scripture-Expreſſions, which are 
the beſt. © It now ſeems to me to be arguing in 8 
* Circle ; theſe Forms are inſiſted on becauſe we are 
* Juſpetied ; and we are ſuſpected, becauſe we will not 
Ce uſe theſe Forms.” | 
Object. You ſaid alſo, That you would not 
renounce the Errors of Socrnians, Arians, &c. 
when it was askd you whether you renounc'd 
Anſ. If that was my Expreſſion (which I do not 
remember) I could only mean, what I now declare, 
that I would not meddle with them now ; and 
that I came here to declare my Faith: J/hich, 
% 7 think, ſignifies what I do believe, and not what I do 
cc it believe.” I do renounce all Errors, Socinian, 
Arian, Athanaſian, Yours and my Own. I. ſup- 
e poſe that it was meant, that I ſhould expreſiy renounce 
ce and diſclaim this or that Opinion, as an Error of the 
c Arians or Socinians, c. I think in the Anſwer to 
« Mr. Peirce's Caſe, there are ſome Truths put among 
c what are called the Arian Principles, p. 15. I hope 
ce I ſhall be very tender how: 1 bind myſelf by renouncing 
&© every Thing that may be called by others Error and 
«© Hereſy. And truly, with Submiſſion and Deference 
eto better Judgments, 1 am of Opinion, that the taking 
* ſuch Notice of ſuppoſed or real Errors, as has been 
ce generally taken, has been a great Inconvenience, and 
* cauſed much Disturbance, according as each Party 
ce prevailed. Hereby Confeſſions, Declarations, Ana- 
ce thema's, &c. have been ſo far multiplied, and fo con- 
-' trary one to another, according to the Difference of 
* Times, 
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« Times, Perſons and Places, that it is become a Mat- 
© ter of intricate Perplexity to find out the Truth among 
& them. Tho" one muſt be Maſter of a great deal of 
&* Reading and Learning, to know what are the Errors 
&* of Socinians, Arians, and others, who are as boldly 
* charg'd with Hereſy by ſome or * yet theſe Names 
* of Reproach are commonly mentiom d amongſt the moſt 
* ignorant, and made Uſe of in Pulpits to alarm thoſe 
& who know not what they mean, and are not capable 
e of forming an exact Nation of their Errors from 
& their own IWritings' aud Expreſſions. Therefore I 
* think it beſt for _ myſelf to wave "mentioning or ta- 
* king Notice of them, and do wiſh that all the ſul- 
« dividing Names nk odious Diſtinftion were laid 4 
cc fide. 3, 

Obj. Cannot you approve of the laſt Adembly's * 
Declaration? 

Anſ. I do not meddle with it: 1 am for af 
ſerting the Scriptures to be the only Rule of 
Faith. 

Obj. We alſo receive them as the only Rule of 
Faith. 

Auſ. I do not doubt of your Sincerity ; But 
the not accepting of Scripture-Expreſſions, ſeems 
to me to undermine the Sufficiency of Scripture, 
which is of greater Importance than one particu- 
lar Article. 

0bj. One Member did not ſeru ple to ſay, That 
the Words of Scripture were not plain enough as 
Matters were at this Time. 

Anſ. I told him, then I had no more to ſay. 4 
nother anſwered him, That the Holy Ghoſt could 
have 
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kaveptovided for ſuch a Time as this, if a better 
Proviſion had been thought needful. | 

1 ſaid, upon ſome Occaſion which I have now forget; 
That I was the more willing to make a Declara- 
tion of my Faith, becauſe it had been given out, 
That thoſe who would not declare in ſuch Words 
as others did, were aſhamed: of their Faith, and 
would not come to Particulars. Whereas I was 
willing to. declare my Faith in the moſt open Man- 
ner, and would be as. expreſs. and particular in 
declaring -it, . as God had: been in revealing it 
I had it in my Thoughts, before I came to the Place, 
GE. z0. have added what. follows ;. but the Confufiar and 
©. Concern I was in, under ſuch Circumſtances, put it 
cc out of my Mind while Iuas there; viz. It had ben 

given out, as if fome Perſons would not be- contented 

c with what God had ſaid of himſelf, but they would 
© ſpeak- of bim lerter than he himſelf had done. To 
ce few therefore that I abhor'd” ſuch à blaſphemous 
* Pretence, I would content myſelf with the Words and 
« Ways of Bxpre(ſion which God had made Uſe of ; 
ce and would confine myſelf to them, and would be anfever- 
e able; if ever J ſhould" ſay what was not thought - a= 
e greeable-thereto. I remember alſo, that I have beer 
cc formerly-told, That it was impoſſible to draw up a 
& Canjeſſion of Faith in Scripture- Expreſſions only 

obj. What do you take to be the Words of 
Scripturs-? = 

Anſ. L will make Uſe ther * the Greek or- 
Engliſh, as you pleaſe. 

"ob I e to do it in o 


A. 
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Auſ. To them that underſtand Greek, it beſt to do 
eit in that Original Language of the New Teſtament ; 


*© but to thoſe that do not underſtand that Language, 


ce and receive the Engliſh Tranſlation, it is ſufficient 

« 40 do it in Engliſh. Nor can theres be any Dif- 

c fculty in this Matter with thoſe who/will but diſtin- 
e guiſb between a Tranſlation and an Explication 
« which are in themſelves very different Things. ; 
Obj. Do you receive the Exgliſb Bible entire? 


mean particularly the Books of the New Teſta- 


ment, the Goſpels, Acts, Epiſtles and the Reve- 


lation ? 
Auſ. Yes, I do: Pray do you? Another anſwer- 


ing, I do; and I asking about the various Read- 
ings, he ſaid, he received them all; for pal 
agreed. 


0bj. Do you take Dr. Mills Teſtament for your 


Copy ? 


Anſ. Some body ſaying, Yes, I do: there was 
an End of that Subject. For my part, I had ſaid 
to one preſent, that if even the controverted Paſ- 
ſage, 1 Joh. 5.7. were propoſed to me to declare 
my Belief of it, tho' I was not fully ſatisfied of 


the Genuineneſs of it, yet I would rather chuſe 
to declare that I believe the Truth of it (as in- 
_ deed I do) than wholly wave it; becauſe it is at 


preſent in the Poſſeſſion of the printed Greek and 
Engliſh Bibles, and is not contrary, as far as I 
know, to the reſt of Scripture. * 7 own the Ac- 
* count given of the Sacred Text in Phileleuth. Lip- 
* ſienf. Part r. p. 68, 69: is moſt agreeable to me; viz. 
The real Text of the Sacred Writers does not 

D * now 
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© now (ſince the Originals have been ſo long. loſt) 
* lie in any ſingle Manuſcript or Edition ; bur is 
* diſperſed in them all. The very Words of the 
** Writer muſt be found out by the ſame Induſtry 


* and Sagacity that is uſed in other Books; muſt 


not be risk d on the Credit of any ſingle Manu- 

* ſcript or Edition, but be ſought, acknowledg'd 

and challeng'd wherever they are met with. 
5j. Some were pleaſed to expreſs. a tender 

Compaſſion on this Occaſion, and wonder d why 

I would be ſo ſtubborn, &c. 

Anſ. Iovn'd my Obligations to ny oe their 
Concern, and aſſur'd them, that what I did, was 


agreeable to my Principles; who thought that the 
Authority and Sufficiency of Scripture would be 


(tho' not deſignedly) weaken'd by the contrary 
Method; and that I went upon a truly Proteſ- 


rant Principle. 
Obj. Did not the Reformers proceed upon Pro- 


teſtant Principles ? 
Auf. They did in many Things, but I do not 


ſay in all. 


1 obſerv'd, that the Majority of the Miniſters 4 


at Salters-Hall did ſignify, that they would not 
reje& a Declaration of Faith in Scripture- Words; 
and ſo what I acted; was an to their Prin- 
ciples. 

Obj. That was not the Majority, 

Anſ. I was inform d it was, and that the Mo- 
derator was in the Chair. The Numbers en both 
te Sides being publiſhed, every one muſt judge of this 
i Matter. I think, if under ſtand the ſubſcribing 

1 Miniſters 
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te Miniſters Anſwer to the Authentick Account, that 
c neither Side of the Reverend Miniſters would reject 
& 1 Declaration of Faith in Scripture-Words. © 

0bj., You muſt make your * accord- 
ing to the Toleration-A&. 

nf I hope I ſhall always take care to ſatisfy 
the Government. To another, who made the 
ſame Objection, I ſaid, I thought it did not be- 
long to them to meddle with Acts of Parliament. 
e Th⁰ by the way, the Subſcription required by that 
e Act, has nothing to do with Ordinations ; . which was 
&* my Caſe. The AS takes no Notice of our Ordinations, 
* but of our Preaching ; ſo that we are required to ſub- 
ce ſcribe, before we can preach ; which yet I have done 
1 for ſome Tears. Accordingly at my firſt Entrance on 

* it, I had ſubſcribed the Articles, and done every 
« Thing elſe that the Act required; of which I have a 
* Certificate by me. But this is not at all taken Notice 
© of, or allowed for in the Aſſembly's Reſolution about 
© Ordination. And whereas there have been ſeveral 
© Opinions about the Nature and Deſign of Subſcription 
e to a Body of Articles, both among Conformiſts and 
* Non-conformiſts, I think what Mr. Chillingworth 
e has.ſaid on that Head, deſerves to be conſidered. The 
* Religion of Proteſtants a ſafe May to Salvation, 
* Pref. F. 38, 39. There remain two little Im- 
* pertinences, whereby you will diſable me from 
being a fit Advocate for the Cauſe of Proteſ- 
* tants : The firſt, becauſe, I refuſe to ſubſcribe ' 

* the Articles of the Church of England —— Why 
he who makes Scruple of ſubſcribing the Truth 

of one or two Propoſitions, may not yr be fit 

D 2 * enough 
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enough to maintain, That thoſe who do ſub- 
© ſcribe them are in a ſaveable Condition, I do 
* not underſtand. Now tho' I hold not the Doc- 
ce trine of all Proteſtants abſolutely true (which 
“s with Reaſon cannot be required of me, while 
** they hold Contradictions) yet I hold it free 
ce from all Impiety, and from all Error deſtructive 
« of Salvation, or in itſelf damnable. © For the 
© Church of England, I am perſuaded, that the 
te conſtant Doctrine of it is ſo pure and orthodox, 
<* that whoſoever believes it, and lives according 
ce to it, undoubtedly he ſhall be ſaved ; and that 
© there is no Error in it, which may neceſſitate, or 
« warrant any Man to diſturb the Peace, or re- 
© nounce the Communion of it. This, in my O- 
« pinion, is all intended by Subſcriptien. And 
« thus much if you conceive me not ready to ſub- 
ce ſcribe ;. your Charity, I aſſure you, is much 
© miſtaken. And it is to be conſidered, that this Book 
ct. was approved of by the Vice-chancellor, and the 
© Regius and Margaret Profeſſors at Oxford, who 
ce declared, That they found nothing in it contrary to 

ce the Doctrine of the Church of England. 
e It the former of Mr. Chillingworth's #wo Letters 
© Jately priuted, there is indeed ſuch an Account of his 
ce Thoughts conterning the Deſign of Subſcription, as ſhows 
& him to have been of a different Mind from what he here 
" Fan ut it is to be obſerv d, that the Letter was 
* wrote firſt ; and ſo the Book expreſſes his afrer-Opi- 
ce jon, and ſentled Thoughts of that Matter. The Letter 
« i; dated Septemb. 21, 163 5. the Book was printed 
«© 1638. And r F el Approbation of it, as through- 
ont 
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«© ot agreeable to, the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 
&« Church of England, is dated October 14, 1637. 
c Nor can I help thinking that it was owing to the Aſſiſ- 
© zance of his good Friends of the Church of England, 
ce that he overcame his Doubts about the Nature of Sub- 
tc ſcription, as they are expreſi d in the Letter. And if 
« this be the true Deſign of ſubſcribing to the Body 
« of the Articles, it will differ much from ſubſcri- 
“e bing to one by itſelf, with an entire Satisfattion in the 

« Expreſſions of it. But I wiſh we could be better in- 
formed what a Subſcription does really mean. 
Obj. I remember, it was ſaid; If making Uſe 
of the Words of Scripture would ſuffice, then the 
Clerk might be as good as the Parſon; for any 
one that could read, might do that. 

Anſ. I cannot recollect whether I made any Anſwer 

* or no; or how I was prevented, if I did not. But I 
* think, it is obvious, that the ſame Oljection would Jie 
** agains# accepting any other Form of Words, fince 
te any one that could read at all, might read them; and 
indeed they that cannot read, may be able to ſay them. 
« By propoſing myſelf to the Aſſembly to be Ordained, I 
&* ſubmitted myſelf, of Courſe, to the uſual Methods 
& which they obſerx d, for trying the Qualifications of 
© Candidates. As thoſe Qualifications are reduc d to 
* the Ability and Honeſty of the Parties to be Ordain'd, 
© tho' I ſhall always endeavour (as I have Reaſon) to 
ce keep up humble I houghts of myſelf, yet I would 
not have been afraid to undergo. the Trial of that 
ce venerable Body, which uſed to be very candid and 
* favourable on ſuch.Occafions.' I did not Propoſe 
Ao ſcreen myſelf from a ſecond Examination, tho' I 
* * bad 
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* had: already paſv d one in London; and could hive 
© produced the Teftthonials of my Extminers, moſt of 
. auhom are ftilFliving. © I dare ſay, that worthy Mem- 
cc her who made this Objection 6 will not, upon Jetond 
« Thoughts, ſay, That the afſenting” to the Article or 
*. Anſeers (mention'd i in the Refolntion) * ſuch a great 
e Attainment; as to male a Man more fit for a Parfon 
* than the Clerk "is. And if F am not mifonforn d, 
* (for I was not preſent at the making the Refolu- 
© wow) no Explication could bs had of the Mord Per- 
cc ſon, ſed in the Article or the Anſwers : Nor is any 
* E xplication deſired of thoſe h profeſs their Aſſent 
& thereto. © Phat greater Evidence therefore is there of 
* a Man's - Qualification for the Miniſtry, by declaring 
* his Aſeat to thoſe Forms, than there would be by his de- 
© claring his Aſſent to the Scriptura Forms of Speech? 

Obj. I cannot in Conſcience conſent to the Or- 
dubiing of thoſe, who. will not comply with what 
is here required of them; . N - muſt be Judge 
of my own Actions. 

Anfw, By all. Means; and if you cannot 40 
what I requeſt; I will not deſire it; nor will I take 
it ill of any, their not doing what they cannot in 
Conſcience '; and I deſire but the _ Liberty 
for myſelf, - 

0b j. Mr. Baxter fays, That tho Herctickvindy 
abuſc Scripture, yet he hop'd that God would 
reſtore the. Miniſterial Power. And another 
8 — Yes, and the Magiſtrates Power too. 

Anſ. I ſaid, it was plain, that Mr. Baxter did 
not think it a good Argument againſt being con- 


dented with Seripture Expreſſions, beeauſe He- 
reticks 


Lr 

reticks would ſubſcribe them,” At may be ſeen 
© in, the foregoing - Paſſage taken out of his Direc- 
68 tory. 

Obj. Mr. Baxter did not ſpeak of Ordination. 
_ Auf. I faid, I thoughr he did. Tho' pon 4 
4 Review, he has not the Word, 1 jet he 
ce ſpeaks there of Ministers Preaching, a and of Church- 
6c Power ; ; and it 1s plain that he intended his WWords 
\. for one Part of the Miniſterial Service, as well as for 
« another; and the Reſolution of the Aſſembly . 
. Preaching as well as Ordination. 

0j. Mr. Baxter is no Authority. 

Anſ. Nor did 1 refer to him as ſuch ; 6 to 
ſhew that it was not a raſh and novel Notion 
Which L had taken up. 

As to what was before objected, concerning ihe Mi- 
4 * nifterial and Magiſtrate's Power, I have Ante lool d 
* into the Place, which, 1 Juppeſe, the worthy Mem- 
bers had in their T houghts, when they made their 
1 Objections; and 1 find it to he a moſt remarkable 
_ * Teſtimony againſt the Objectors 1 appears that the 
* Author intended his Diſcourſe of the Ma iftraret and 
Se; Miniſters Power, for the Caſe of a Mats after- 
t comradicting what he had ſubſcribed, and that in his 
60 Preaching; for which it i on all Hund. ou d, that 
a * Miniſters are acccuntable to their Heaters. Since 
Ce they have put me on looking into the Place, I cannot 
« forbear tranſcribing the Paſſage : Saints Everlaſting 
© Reſt, Part 2. Pref. hear the Eud. Tate heed cf 
For denying the Perfection of Scripture in Deed, 
_ © while you maintain it in Words. Two Sorts 
ff 1 would warn. of this : 1. Thoſe that plead for 
_ ” 
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« Traditional Doctrines not contained in Scrip- 


© ture. 2. Thoſe that are ſo eager as to tie all 


« Men to their Expoſitions. of Scripture, and cen- 


ce ſure all for Heretical that differ from them 
© therein, &c. Two Things have ſet the Church 


© on Fire, and been the Plagues of it aboye 1000 


© Years. 1+ Enlarging our Creed, and making 


more Fundamentals than ever God made. 

© 2. Compoſi ing (and ſo impoſing) our Creeds and 
6e Confeſſions in our own Words and Phraſes. 
c When Men have learned more Manners and 
« Humility than to accuſe God's Language as 
© too general and obſcure (as if they could 
« mend it) and have more Dread of God, and 
* Compaſſion on themſelves, than to make thoſe 


e to be Fundamentals or Certainties, which God 
& never made ſo: And when they reduce their 


« Confeſſions, 1. To their due Extent; and, 
ce 2. To Scripture-Phraſe (that Diſſenters may 


not ſcruple ſubſcribing) then, and CI think) 


< never till then, ſhall the Church have Peace a- 
ce bout Doctrinals. It ſeems to me no heinqus 
“ Focinian Motion, which Chillingworth is blamed 
« for, viz. [Let all Men, believe the Scripture, 


and that only, and endeavour to believe it in 


« the true Senſe (and promiſe this) and require 


no more of others; and they, ſhall find this not 


« only a better, but the only Means to ſuppreſs 


; % Hereſy, and reſtore Unity, &c.] If you ſay, 
Men may ſubſcribe to Scripture, and yet miſ- 
« * interpret it. Tanſwer, So they may do by Hu- 


* mane Canons. If you ſay, They may preach 
* againſt 
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ie againſt Fundamentals or evident Truths, while 
be yet they ſubſcribe the Scripture miſunderſtood; 
J anſwer, 1. All ſuch weighty Truths are deli- 
tc vered expreſly, or very plainly. 2. I hope God 
« ill once, not only bring into Uſe the Miniſte- 
cc rial Power, but alſo teach Magiſtrates to rule 
« for Chriſt, ro the Reſtraining of ſuch as ſhall 
tc ( palpably offend, as openly to contradict what 
cc they ſubſcribe. Having quoted Mr. Chilling- 
worth, in the Margin he ſays ; Shall Men be judg- 
cc ed Scinians for advancing the Scriptures as the 
© only Rule? Ipray read well what that excellent 
«© Divine Dr. Houghton hath written expreſly and 
© earneſtly for what I now urge, in his Form of 
e IY/holeſome Mord., about forming Church-Con- 

© feſſions. | | 
* Indeed it appears, that this Matter lay much up- 
n his Mind, as of great Importance, not only for 
&* the publick Peace of the Church, but alſo for the in- 
cc ar 4 Satisfaction and Quiet of the Conſciences of 
6 Chriſtians. Th I have already tranſcrib'd much 
© of his Thoughts on this Point, yet I will add one 
e more Paſſage ; and that the rather, becauſe it is moſt 
“directly to the Purpoſe of what I bave inſiſted on, 
* viz. That the rejecting of Scripture-Expreſſions in 
c the Declaration of Faith, does not ſeem very wel) to 
* confiſt with the Sufficiency of Scripture. See his Right 
* Method for a ſettled Peace of Conſcience and 
Spiritual Comfort, in 32 Directions; dedicated 
te zo Mr. Bridges and Mr. Foley: Printed in the Tear 
* 1653. among his Practical Works, Vol. 2. p. 896. 
2 where ſpeaking of the Serpent / Envy at the Happineſs 
E —_—_ 
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* of the Prinutive Church, he ſays, By the Occaſion 
** of Hereticks Quarrels and Errors, the Serpent 
** ſteps in, and would needs be a Spirit of Zeal 
* inthe Church; and he will ſo overdo againſt 
* Hereticks, that he perſuades them they muſt 
** enlarge their Creed, and add this Clauſe againſt 
* one, and that againſt another; and all was but 
© for the perfecting and preſerving of the Chriſtian 
Faith. And ſo he brings it to be a Matter of 
* ſo much Wit to be a Chriſtian, (as Eraſmus 
«© complains) that ordinary Heads were not able 
* to reach it. He had got them with a religious, 
* zealons Cruelty to their own and others Souls, 
ce to lay all their Salvation, and the Peace of the 
* Church, upon ſome unſearchable Myſteries a- 
© bout the Trinity, which God either never re- 
« vealed, or never clearly revealed, or never laid 
* ſo great a Streſs upon: Yet he perſuades them, 
* that there was Scripture-Proof enough for theſe ; 
< only the Scripture ſpoke it but in the Premiſes, 
or in darker Terms, and they muſt but gather 
into the Creed the Conſequences, and put it in- 
© to plainer Expreſſions, which Hereticks might 
* not ſo eaſily corrupt, pervert or evade— Here- 
* by, 1. He neceſſitated implicit Faith, even in 
Fundamentals, when he had got Points beyond 
* a vulgar Reach among Fundamentals. 2. He 
e neceſſitated ſome living Judge for the deter- 
mining of Fundamentals quoad no, though not 
© in ſe (the Soul of Popiſh Wickedneſs) that is, 
& what it is in Suſe, that the People miſt take 
< for Fundamentals. 3. He got a ſtanding Ver- 
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« ꝗ ict againſt the perfection and Sufficiency of 
ce Scripture (and conſequently againſt Chriſt, his 
« Spirit, his Apoſtles, and the Chriſtian Faith ;) 
ce that it will not afford us fo much as a Creed or 
ce Syſtem of Fundamentals, or Points abſolutely | 
* necpllary: to Salvation and brotherly Commu- 
© nion, in fit or tolerable Phraſes ; but we muſt 
e mend the Language at leaſt. 4. He opened a 
Gap for humane Additions, at which he might 
ce afterwards bring in more at his Pleaſure. : 5. He 
ce framed an Engine for an infallible Diviſion, and 
ce to tear in Pieces the Church, caſting out all as 
* Hereticks that could not ſubſcribe to his Ad- 
ce ditions, . and neceſſitating Separation by all Diſ- 
© ſenters, to the World's End, till the Devil's En- 
ce gine be overthrown. 6. And hereby he lays a 
“Ground upon the Diviſions of Chriſtians, to 
* bring Men into Doubt of all Religion, as not 
* knowing which is the right. 7. And he lays 
* the Ground of certain Heart-burnings, and mu- 
* tual Hatred, Contentions, Revilings and En- 
© mity — What Confeſſion of the pureſt Church 
. © hath not ſome more than is in Scripture ? The 
e moſt modeſt muſt mend the Phraſe, and ſpeak 
plainer, and ſomewhat of their own in it; not 
* excepting our own moſt reformed Confeſſion, 
* By the Date of the Book, 165 3. 1 ſuppoſe Mr. Bax- 
« ter meant the Aſſembly's Confeſſion of Faith.) Yea, 
and where Modeſty reſtrains Men from putting 
* all ſuch Inventions and Explications in their 
1 128 the- Devil perſuades Men, that they be- 
ding the Judgments of Godly m Di- 


E 8 . vines 
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vines (no doubt to be reverenc'd, yalu'd and 
S 8 it is almoſt as much as if it were in the 
* Creed ; and therefore whoſoever diſſenteth, muſt 
© be noted with a black Coal, and you muſt diſ- 
2 him, and avoid Communion with him as 
i * an Heretick—— Had it not been for this one 
1 “Plot, the Chriſtian Faith had been kept pure; 
2 - had been one, the Church had been 
A One; and the Hearts of Chriſtians had been more 
i * one than they are. Had not the Devil turn'd 
li Orthodox, he had not made ſo many true Chriſ- 
© tians Hereticks, as Epiphanius and Auſtin have 
| *. « enrolled i in the black Liſt. Had not the Enemy 
* of Truth and Peace got into the Chair, and 
© made ſo pathetick an Oration, as to inflame 
the Minds of the Lovers of Truth to be over- 
© zealous for it, and to do too much, we might 
* have had Truth and Peace to this Day. Yea 
1 * ſtill, if he ſee any Man of Experience and Mo- 
RK © deration ſtand up to reduce Men to the an- 
15 © cient Simplicity, he preſently ſeems the moſt 
1 « zealous for Chriſt, and tells the unexperienc'd 
"1 «Leaders of the Flocks, that it is in Favour of 
_ « ſome Hereſy, that ſuch a Man ſpeaks; he is 
1 © plotting a carnal Syncretiſm, and attempting 
i « the Reconcilement of Chriſt and Belial ; he is 
« tainted with Popery, Socinianiſm, or nne, 
2 Calviniſm, or whatſoever may make him odi- 
© ous with thoſe he ſpeaks to 
1 « And it appears, that he was of the ſame Mind 
hk e #0 the laſt ; for when, according to the Act of Tole- 
| - ration, he _—_— the Articles, he publiſhed his 
| b Reaſons, 
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* Reaſons, and the Senſe in which he ſubſcribed them ; 
&« herein he had the Concurrence of ſeveral of his 
& grethren. I is obſervable, that in his own Account 
6 of his Subſcription, he expreſs d his Defire that it 
ce might be otherwiſe ; Dr. Calamy's Abridgment of 
« of Mr. Baxter's Life, Vol. 1. p. 469, 470. in this 
cc manner ; Wiſhing that God's own Word were talen 
* * for the ſufficient Terms of our Conſent aud Concord, 
& i order to Union. and Communion. Aud without 
* doubt there are many who would be ready to give the: 
« moſt ſatisfying Demonſtrations of their hearty Hub 
« jection to the Government, by doing what they thiut 
« * lawful ; tho, in their Opinions, the T hing itſelf 
«© may not be deſirable ; and therefore they cannot con- 
60 « ſont to do it without ſuch an urgent Neceſſity as the. 
Command of the Supreme Authority of the Nation. 
A beg leave to borrow a few Reaſons for what. I. 
& have infiſted on, from the Writings of ſome eminent 
4 Clergymen, whoſe Teſtimony and Approbation uull 
e ſhew, that the defiring that Confeſſions of Faith might 
* be made in the Words of Scripture, is not a\ peculiar 
« and fingular Requeſt of ſome Difſenters. Biſhop. 
« Taylor, in his Liberty of Propheſying, Sect. II. 
of Hereſy, Oc. Numb. 27. where ſpeaking ef the 
& Nicene Creed, aud declaring his Opinion, that it might 
& have been better if the diſputed Wards in the Arian 
*.Controverſy had not been put by the Biſhops iuto the 
Creed itſelf, be ſays, If they had pleaſed, they 
© might have made Uſe of an admirable Prece - 
dent to this and many other great and goad 
* Purpoſes ; no leſs than of the bleſſed Apoſtles: 
* © [ whom the BiB Jappeſer to be the Authors of what - 


cc is 
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& is called the Apoltles Creed] whoſe Symbol (or 
« Creed) they might have imitated with as much 
} Simplicity as they did the Expreſſions of Scrip- 
« ture when they firſt compoſed it. For it is moſt 
* conſiderable, that although, in Reaſon, every 
© Clauſe in the Creed ſhould be clear, and ſo in- 
«© opportune and unapt to Variety of Interpre- 
ce tation, that there might be no Place left for ſe- 
« yeral Senſes, or Variety of Expoſitions : Yet 
ce when they thought fit to inſert ſome Myſteries 

© into the Creed, which in Scripture were ex- 
er preſs'd in ſo myſterious Words, that the laſt and 
© moſt explicit Senſe would iu be latent ; yet 
e they, who (if ever any did) underſtood all the 
« Senſes and Secrets of it, thought it not fit to 
« uſe any Words but the Words of Scripture, 
" particularly i in the Articles of [Chriſt's deſcend- 
* ing into Hell, and ſitting at the Right Hand of 
« God] to ſhew us, that thoſe Creeds are beſt, 
e which keep the very Words of Scripture ; and 
ce that Faith is beſt which hath the greateſt Sim-. 
« plicity ; and that it is better in all Caſes hum- 
« bly to ſubmit, than curiouſly to enquire and 
ce pry into the Myſtery under the Cloud, and to 
e hazard our Faith by improving our Knowledge. 
If the Nicene Fathers had done ſo too, poſlibly 
* the Church would never have repented it. | 
* Mr. Chillingworth alſo in his Religion of Proteſ- 

ce tants a ſafe Way to Salvation, Chap. 6. F. 56. 
* ſays, By the Religion of Proteſtants, I do not 
ce underſtand the Doctrine of Luther, or Calvin, 
or Melancthon; nor the Confeſſion of Auguſta, or 
Fe “ Geneva; 
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&© Geneva, nor the Catechiſm of Heidleberg, nor 
« the Articles of the Church of England; no, 
« nor the Harmony of Proteſtant Confeſſions ; 
ce but that wherein they all agree, and which 


« they all ſubſcribe with a greater Harmony, as a 


perfect Rule of their Faith and Actions; that 
cc is, the Bible. The Bible, I ſay, the Bible on- 
« ly is the Religion of Proteſtants I am ful- 
e ly aſſured, that God does not, and therefore that 
Men ought not to require any more of any 
“Man than this, To believe the Scripture to, be 
cc God's Word, to endeavour to find the true 
« Senſe of it, and to live according to it 
& And Chap. 4. H. 16. he expreſſes his Mind concern- 
ce ing impoſing the Interpretations of Scripture, and not 


accepting the general Expreſſions of it, in theſe Words ; 


Lou find Fault with Dr. Potter for his Virtues ; 
you are offended with him for not uſurping the 
« Authority which he hath not: in a Word, for 
* not playing the Pope. Certainly, if Proteſtants 
te be faulty in this Matter, it is for doing it too 
* much, and not too little. This preſumptuous 
* impoſing of the Senſes of Men upon the Words 
of God; the ſpecial Senſes of Men upon the 
general Words of God, and laying them upon 
* Mens Conſciences together, under the equal 
** Penalty of Death and Damnation; this vain 
* Conceit that we can ſpeak of the Things of 
* God,better than in the Words of God; this Dei- 
ce fying our own Interpretations, and tyrannous 
© inforcing them upon others; this reſtraining of 
the Word of God from that Latitude, and Ge- 

nerality, 
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te nerality, and the Underſtandings of Men from 

ce that Liberty wherein Chriſt and the, Apoſtles 
c ſeft them , is, and hath been the only Foun- 
tc tain of all the Schiſms of the Church, and that 
« which makes them immortal, the common In- 
te cendiary of Chriſtendom, and that which (as I 
* ſaid before) tears into Pieces, not the Coat, but 
cc the Bowels and Members of Chriſt, ridente Tur- 

& ca, nec dolente Judæo [ 1. e. to the great Diverſion 
« of Turks and Je ws.] Take away theſe Walls of 
ce Separation, and all will quickly be one. Take 
away this perſecuting, burning, curſing, dam- 
ce ning of Men for not ſubſcribing to the Words 
« of Men, as the Words of God: Require 
ce of Chriſtians only to believe Chriſt, and to 
© call no Man Maſter, but him only: Let thoſe | 
© leave claiming Infallibility that have no Ti- 
< tle to it; and let them that in their Words 
« diſclaim 


— 


* This Mark refers to Mr. Chillingworth's 
* Margin, where he fays, This Perſuaſion is 
no Singularity of mine, but the Doctrine 
* which I have learn'd from Divines of 

* great Learning and Judgment. Let the 
Reader be pleaſed to peruſe the Seventh 
** Book of Acontius de Ftratugematis Satang, 
and Zanchias's laſt Oration delivered by 
8 n after the compoſing the Diſcord bes 


twee i him and auen, and he that 
* confels as much. 


—_—_ 
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te diſclaim it, diſclaim it likewiſe in their Actions. 
& In a Word, take away Tyranny, which is the 
« Devil's Inſtrument to ſupport Errors and Su- 
« perſtitions, and Impieties, in the ſeveral Parts 
« of the World, which could not otherwiſe long 
& withſtand the Power of Truth: I ſay, take a- 
e way Tyranny, and reſtore Chriſtians to their 
« juſt and full Liberty of captivating their Un- 
ce derſtanding to Scripture only; and, as Rivers, 
ce when they have a free Paſlage, run all to the 
« Ocean, ſo it may well be hoped, by God's 
ce Bleſſing, that Univerſal Liberty, thus moderated, 
c may quickly reduce Chriſtendom to Truth and 
« Unity, Theſe Thoughts of Peace (I am per · 
© ſuaded) may come from the God of Peace; 
cc and to his Bleſſing I commend them. 

&« As I have before quoted ſome Paſſages of Arch. 
* biſhop Tillotſon's, concerning the ſufficient Plajnneſs 
© of Scripture-Expreſſions, ſo I cannot forbear adding 
ce ſome Quotations out of a Diſcourſe concerning a 
“Guide in Matters of Faith, among the Trabis 
* publiſhed againſt Popery, 1683. ſaid to have been 
© written by his great Succeſſor, Archbiſhop Tenniſon, 

* who cannot be ſuſpected of having mean Thoughts of 
* Church-Power and Authority, by thoſe who read 
<« that Piece, And yet he has the following Paſſages, 
* which he at laſt ſums up expreſly to my Purpoſe, p. 
* 14 © We cannot, by the ſtricteſl Enumera- 
* tion, find out any living infallible Guide exiſt- 
© ing in any Age, after St. Peter, in the Chriſtian 
* Church. x. This Guide could not be the 
© Church diffuſive of the firſt Ages: For the Suf- 
| W 
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« frages of every Chriſtian were never: er bers 

* And if we will have their Senſe, they muſt riſe 
** fromthe Dead, and give it us, 2. This Guide 
cannot be the Faith (as ſuch) of all the Go- 
e yernors of all the Primitive Churches. The Sum 
of it was never collected. There were ancient- 
ce ly general Creeds, but ſuch as eſpecially rela- 
te ted to the Hereſies then on Foot: And who 
*.can affirm, upon Grounds of Certainty, that 
« each Biſhop in the World conſented to each 
« Article, or to each ſo expreſs'd? 3. This 
* Guide is not a Council perfectly free and uni- 
te verſal. For a Guide which cannot be had, is 
© none.— There never was yet an Univerſal 
© Council properly ſo called; neither can we ſup- 
e poſe the Probability of it, but by ſuppoſing 


* 


the Being of one Temporal Chriſtian Monarch 


« of the World, who might call or ſuffer it. In 
the Councils call'd General, if we ſpeak com- 
. paratively, there were not many Southern or 
* Weſtern Biſhops preſent at them. It was thus 
© at that firſt Oecumenical Council, the Council 
* of, Nice; though, in one ſacred Place (as Euſe- 
* bizs hath noted) there were aſſembled Syrians - 
* and Cilicians, Phenicians, and Arabians; Palaſ- 
© tinians, Egyptians, Thebaans, Lybians, Meſopota- 

* mians ; a Perſian, a Scythian Biſhop 3 and many 

bers from other Countries. But there was but 

© one Biſhop for 4f;i ica, one for Pin, one for 
Gaul; two Priefts, as Deputies of the infirm 
© and aged Biſhop of Rome, Whilſt (for In- 


ka - Nance lake) there were 17 Biſhops for the 
* {mall 
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r (mall Province of Jauria, Yer ſuch. Councils 
« are very uſeful, &c.— p. 33. The Scripture 
e jg that Rule, which giveth us all the par- 
« ticular Articles which are neceſſary to eternal 
Life. p. 35. A Proteſtant may find out, 
« in the Books of Holy Scripture, the neceſſary 
« Articles of Chriſtian Faith. Two Things 
“are here ſuppoſed, and both of them true: 
e Firſt, That the Scriptures contain in them all 
« the neceſſary Articles of our Faith. Secondly, 
e that the Senſe of the Words, in which theſe 
« Articles are expreſs'd in Scripture, may be 
* found out by a Proteſtant, without Submiſſion 
© of his Judgment to the Papacy. Of the 
Words of St. Auſtin, this is the Senſe ; Among 
© thoſe Things which are plainly ſet down in 
« Scripture, all thoſe Things are to be found, 
7 which comprehend Faith and good Manners: 
—-— The Learned know the Originals, and 
« the true Ways of Interpretation. For 
* thoſe of the Laity who are unlearned, they 
© have before them a Tranſlation, which errs not 
ce in the Faith. And the Phraſes are not ſo ob- 
ſcure, but that by Study and Miniſterial Helps 
* they may underſtand them. In finding 
© out the Senſe of the Scriptures, the Church 
e gives them Help; but it does not, by its 
« Authority, obtrude the Senſe: upon them. The 
* Guides of it are as Expoſitors and Schdol- 
* Maſters to them; and by comparing Phraſe 
* with Phraſe, and Place with Place, and by 
other ſuch Ways, they teach them dw to 
7 judge 
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judge of the Meaning themſelves. -— p. 40. If 
< they be evil Men, tho' very learned, they will 
© wrelſt the plaineſt Places; and (as ſome did in 
+ St. Hierom's Days) they will draw violently to 
© their private Senſe a Text of Scripture, which 
is incongruouſly, and with Reluctance applied 
* to it. It is true, all Sects of Chriſtians eite 
© the Scriptures, but that does not prove the 
& Obſcurity of thoſe ſacred Writings : It rather 
* ſhews the Partiality, Boldneſs and Sophiſtry of 
© thoſe who alledge them. All Laws are obſcure 
if this Argument hath Force in it. For every 
Man, in his own Caſe, has the Law on his 


Side. Men take up their Opinions and Here- 


c ſies from other Reaſons; and then, becauſe 
the Name of Scripture is venerable, they 
« rake into the ſeveral Books of it, and they 
& bend and torture Places, and force them on 
their Side by unnatural Conſtruction The 
& Guide in Controverſies uſeth it as an Argument 
te againſt the Plainneſs of this Rule of Faith, 
that the Socinians cite the Holy Scriptures in Fa- 
* your of their Hereſy. But is not this Argu- 
* ment two-edged? And will it not cut as well 
© on the other Side, and do Execution againſt 
* the Words of Fathers and Councils, and the 
“ Apoſtolical Creed itſelf > For the Socinians 
e (thoſe eſpecially who are turn'd Arians) ſince 
e Petavius hath turniſh'd them with Quotations, 
te will cite the Writings of the Antients: And 
* Slichtingins, a mere Socinian, hath expounded 
* every Article of the Creed, in a Senſe agree- 
able 
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« able to the Hereſy of his Maſter. But, if the 
« Scriptures were ſo obſcure in neceſſary Matters, 
cc hat Remedy would be adminiſtred by the 
« Roman Church? They cannot offer us any 
ce ancient, infallible Expoſition — For the Fa- 
ce thers of the earlieſt Ages, they were more bu- 
« ſied in writing againſt Hereſies, than in explai- 
cc ning of Scriptures. Nor, to this Day, hath the 
* Roman Church given any authentick Collection 
* of Expoſitions, either of the Antients or of 
© her own — P. 42+ Thirdly, If Men would 
«© uſe the Church as their Miniſterial Guide, 
© and admit of the Scripture as the only Rule by 
&* which all Matters of Faith are to be meaſured, 
they would agree in the proper Means to the 


« blefſed End of Unity in the Faith. This was 


« the Perſuaſion of St. Auſtin, who thus applieth 
c himſelf to Maximinus Neither ought I at this 
* Time to alledge the Council of Nice, nor you 
that of Ariminum For neither am I bound to 
* the Authority of the one, nor you'to that of 
* the other. Let us both diſpute with the Au- 


_ © thorities of Scripture, which are Witneſſes com- 


* mon to both of us. Whilſt the Romaniſts aſcribe 
* the Difterences that ariſe among the Reformed, 
to their want of an Infallible Guide, and to 
ce their different Interpretations of the Scriptures, 
ce they unskilfully derive Effects from Cauſes which 
gare not the natural Parents of them. There is 
** (ſaith St. Auſtin) one Mother of all Strifes, and 


he is Pride. Neither doth the Scripture divide 


rs, nor does the Infallibility of their Judge 


o unite 


LES. 
< unite them. Their Union (ſuch as it is) ariſeth 
from the mighty Force of their external Polity ; 
&« and they ſpeak not differently, becauſe they 
dare not; and the Strength of that Polity a- 
role at firſt from Rome, not as the Chair of St. 
« Peter, but as the Seat of the Empire. Our Di- 
60 viſions, like theirs, ariſe (as all Wars do, be 
they Eccleſiaſtical or Civil) from the unruly 
« Luſts and Paſſions of Men. And from theſe 
* likewiſe ariſe generally the Miſinterpretations 
& of plain Laws and Rules; the Senſe of which 
cc "mult be made to chime according to the Inte- 
© reſt of prejudic'd Men, or elſe they will not give 
Attention to them. If (as the Biſhop concludes his 
ce Book, agreeably to the Purpoſe for which I quoted 
* m) the Luſts and Paſſions of Men were mor- 
© tified ; all Chriſtians agreeing in the Certainty 
« © of the Scriptures, tho' not of any living Guide ; 
and the Words of the one being as intelligible 
« as thoſe of the other: All might agree in one 
Creed, and put an End to thoſe unneceſſary 
© Controverſies which ang Trath, and extin- 
e guiſh Charity. 
* Hhereas the Biſhop abs much of Miniſterial 
* « Guidance, it amounts to no more than Advice, In- 
& ſtruction, and Exhortation ; fince he owns that the 
* Church does not obtrude her Senſe on others. I ſup- 
* poſe all Sides agree in this, that there muſt be Minif- 
<« ters to teach in particular Churches; anu that 
ce (agreeably to Mr. Baxter's Thoughts quoted before) 
« there may be a publick Declaration of a Church's 
« Senſe of any Article, Nor would any ſcruple ſuch 
cc an 
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© an Exhortation as that which is given to thoſe who 
« are licens'd to preachat Geneva; ſo long as it is not 
ce infiſted on, that the Parties declare their Aſſent there- 
© 0 Having mention d the Caſe of Geneva, I beg 
&« 7eave to conclude what I have to ſay on this Occa- 
* fon, with the Account given of it in the Layman's 
© ingenior% and excellent Letter, lately publiſhed, p. 78. 
c Inſtead of the former Articles to be ſubſcribed, 
«© the Council of Two Hundred, upon mature 
* Deliberation, determin'd, That for the future 
the following Oath ſhould be a ſufficient Qua- 
« lification for thoſe who were to be licens'd as 
« Miniſters; viz. I ſwear and declare in the Pre- 
* ſence of God, that I do hold the Holy Sccip- 
* tures to be the only Rule of my Faith; and 
© that it contains, in a very clear Manner, what- 
* ever is neceſſary to Salyation : And I promiſe 
* that I will be conformable thereto, both in my 
* Doctrine and Practice. To this is added the 
* following Exhortation by the Perſon who ad- 
* miniſters the Oath. You are exhorted not to 
© reach any thing contrary to the Deciſions of the 
Had of Dort, the Forty Article of Faith of the 
Reformed Churches of France, or to our Cate- 
chiſm, they being eſteemed agreeable to the 
«* Scriptures ; and you are exhorted to this for the 
© ſake of Peace and Union in the Church. 
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HE Caſe of the Miniſters ejected ar 
. Exon. The Fourth Edition. Price; d. 
1 25 "A Defence of the Caſe of the Miniſters 
ejected at Exon. Being an Anſwer to a Pam- 
phlet, intitled, An Account of the Reaſons why 
25 Citizens of Exon have withdrawn, @c. 
The Evil and Cure of Diviſions. A Ser- 
MEA preach'd at Exon, at the opening of a new 
Meeting Houſe, March 15, 1718-19. Being the 
firſt Lord's-Day after the Eje&ment of the Mi- 
niſters. The Second Edition. Price 4 d. 
4. Animadverſions upon a Pamphlet, entitled, 
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A True Relation of ſome Proceedings at Salter s- 


Hal. To which is added a Letter to Mr. Fofiah 
Eveleigh. Price 6 d. 
5. A Letter to a ſubſcribing Miniſter, in De- 
fence of the Animadverſions upon a Pamphlet, 
entituled, A True Relation of ſome Procerdings 
at Salter Hal. Price 6 3 
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| The Miſchief of ra 1 and uncharitable 
5 A Sermon preach'd at Exon, September 
11, 1718. By the Reverend Mr. Taac Gilling. 
ASS, 
- 2. The Conduct of Miniſters, with reſpect 
to Themſelves and their Doctrines, conſider'd; 
in a Sermon preach'd at Frome in the County of 
Somerſet, at the Ordination of Mr. Thomas Mor- 


gan. By the Reverend Mr. N. Billing ſley. To 


which is added Mr. Morgan's Confeſſion of Faith, 
and Mr. Bowden's Exhortation at the cloſe. The 
Third Edition. Price 1.9. 


